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The Montgomery County Chamber of Commerce (MCCC), the voice of business in Montgomery County, opposes
Expedited Bill 24-26, Buildings — Building Permits — Data Center Moratorium. Bill 24-26 proposes establishing a two-year
moratorium on permits for a data center.

The Chamber appreciates the thoughtful and deliberate way the County Council has approached this issue and for taking
a long-term view of the community’s well-being. For that reason, we continue to support Zoning Text Amendment 26-
01, Commercial Uses - Data Center, as the most appropriate path forward for regulating data center development in
Montgomery County. It is critical, both economically and fiscally, that instead of moratoriums Montgomery County
establish a regulatory framework that allows it to remain competitive in attracting data center development.

Data centers provide significant and stable tax revenues, strengthen the property tax base through substantial capital
investment, and support income tax revenues through both construction employment and long-term operational jobs.
These benefits help fund schools, public safety, and essential infrastructure, while placing comparatively minimal
demands on local services.

Beyond their direct fiscal contributions, data centers are foundational to the innovation economy. They provide the
critical digital infrastructure that supports high-growth sectors such as cybersecurity, life sciences, artificial intelligence,
and advanced computing. Limiting their development would constrain the growth and participation of these industries,
which are vital to Montgomery County’s economic future. Stifling data center development sends the wrong signal,
suggesting that Montgomery County may not be committed to supporting the infrastructure these sectors depend on.
Imposing a moratorium, rather than establishing a clear, consistent, and effective regulatory framework, which is
happening through ZTA 26-01, would deter future investment and ultimately weaken the County’s long-term economic
competitiveness.

Moratoriums would also deter the Dickerson campus project that represents a unique and strategic opportunity for
Montgomery County. As a former power generation site located adjacent to existing energy infrastructure, it is
particularly well-suited for this type of use. The site’s industrial zoning and distance from residential and commercial
areas make it an ideal candidate for adaptive reuse. The Chamber believes this project would deliver sustained
economic benefits and tax revenue while demonstrating how the County can open the door for responsible data center
development. A data center moratorium would jeopardize this opportunity and the associated economic benefits.

For these reasons, the Montgomery County Chamber of Commerce opposes Bill 24-26 and respectfully urges the Council
to reject this measure.

The Montgomery County Chamber of Commerce (MCCC), established in 1959, is an independent non-profit membership organization. MCCC
advocates on behalf of our members for growth in business opportunities, strategic investment in infrastructure, and balanced tax reform to
advance Metro Maryland as a regional, national, and global location for business success.
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